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2014 DESTINATIONS ANNOUNCED!
Summer 2014 will see CISV London sending our first ever Step Up delegation, as well as our third Village 
delegation and a number of individual Youth Meeting participants. The destinations and dates are:

Village (age 11)       Step Up (age 14)
Hamburg, Germany - 25 Jul - 21 Aug    Salvador, Brazil - 20 Jul - 11 Aug

Each delegation has 2 boys and 2 girls, accompanied by an adult leader. 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities, or any other programmes, please email london@gb.cisv.org 
for more details.

london

PROJECT GB | Asha
New to CISV, Asha writes about her experience on Project GB, a national project this summer

The London delegation attended an inspirational (and fun!) camp in Leeds in August.  We travelled up together on 
the train with Irina.  The camp was situated in Ilkley, Yorkshire.  The leaders had all been involved with CISV when 
they were younger and they worked very hard to make it special for us.  This was my first camp and although many 
of the other children had been to other CISV camps they made me feel immediately welcome and part of the 
group.

The theme of the camp was human rights and we had many discussions to help us understand what human 
rights are and what it feels like not to have your human rights respected.  It was very thought-provoking and 
showed us how important the principle of human right is. Everyone is equal and deserves to have their human 
rights respected.

In addition to the human rights exercises there was plenty of time for more traditional camp pastimes such as 
toasting marshmallows on a campfire and singing lullabies together before we went to bed.  At the end of the 
camp we all got different awards, such as the ‘Haribo award’ for being the sweetest.   

This camp has enriched my knowledge about human rights and global issues. I have made many friends from all 
over the country. I highly recommend this camp to anyone looking for an educational as well as a pleasurable 
experience.  Can’t wait for the next camp!   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 7 Dec 2014   Christmas pub trip for less-juniors, celebrating another year!
The Chandos   Click attending on the facebook event to stay updated.

January - tbc   Fundraising curry - £20 for a night of the East End’s finest
Tayyabs    - proceeds to help CISV London’s costs. 
 
24 - 26 Jan 2014   For all ages 10-16, introduce a friend to our organisation and
Mill Hill    have a lot of fun at London’s first minicamp! Details soon.

For more information about CISV London, 
please visit www.cisvlondon.org.uk or email london@gb.cisv.org

MEET THE PARENTS | Village Delegation

CECILE
How was Charlotte’s experience? What do you think she learnt?
It was a new experience for her. Coming from a small local school, 
where she's known the same group of children since she was 4 
years old, it was quite different for her to be exposed to a large 
group of new people from all over the word and live with them for 
a month.
The main thing she learned is that she could have such an 
amazing time with children coming from everywhere, living very 
different lives, with very different cultures and languages. Despite 
these differences, they all have so much in common.

What motivated you to send your child away for a month?
4 weeks seemed a bit long for us at first but I think that Charlotte 
got a true sense of what she was capable of by being away from 
us for that long. She felt very proud of herself by achieving that 
with the added bonus of having a great time in the process.
How did you hear about CISV, and why did it appeal to you?
I heard of CISV through my godson in France who went to a village.
The idea did appeal to me as I felt it was a great way for children 
to learn not be apprehensive of cultural differences, but to value 
and appreciate them. It is a global world out there and they have 
to feel comfortable everywhere and with everybody.

Any advice to future parents maybe)?
As a tip, I would say that it’s easier for a child to get over any 
apprehensions of going to a village if their parents get involved by 
supporting their child's project. It really helps if you get excited 
about it together, even if it is only discussing ideas on how they 
could introduce their own culture to the others whilst in the 
village, etc ...

DEBORAH
How was Isobel’s experience? What do you think she learnt?
It was very lucky for Isobel that CISV London was invited to the 
Netherlands, because her grandad is Dutch. She was really 
enthusiastic about going, and full of stories when she came 
home about every single child or adult on the camp. I think 
that she learnt how much in common she has with children 
from all over the world.
What motivated you to send your child away for a month?
I don't think I would have been happy for Isobel to go away for 
a month on her own, without having met other kids and young 
adults who had been away with CISV, and being hugely 
impressed by their enthusiasm, and social conscience. As well 
as broadening her horizons, I felt confident she'd learn a lot 
about some big issues, in a really positive way. 

How did you hear about CISV, and why did it appeal to you?
Anna, who set up the London Branch of CISV is our neighbour, 
and her daughter Julia went away on a CISV camp to Leeds a 
couple of years ago. Julia is one of the impressive kids I was 
talking about!
Any advice to future parents maybe)?
The one thing I wish I'd prepared Isobel better for was keeping 
in touch with friends she made on the camp. I just didn't think 
to suggest that she wrote down their contact details – but she 
just got a little parcel of goodies and a letter through the post 
from and Israeli friend, which goes to show her you can stay in 
touch. 

This month we hear the experiences from the parents of Charlotte and Isobel, two of our delegates to the 
‘Lions in the Lowlands’ Village in the Netherlands in July-August 2013.
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