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BACK FROM 
SUMMER!
September is an exciting month for CISV 
London as all the participants have 
returned from their summer programmes 
and activities. This year has been an 
exciting year of growth for our chapter, as 
we have sent significantly more 
participants than ever before. 

Tom took our Village delegation of 
Charlotte, Isobel, JJ and Seb to the 
Netherlands for a month, Jemima travelled 
to a Village in Guangzhou, China as a 
Junior Counsellor, while Eshani went to 
Sweden for a Seminar camp. 

We also sent three International People’s 
Project participants: Thiago and Gabi went 
to Italy, and Rachel to Denmark. 

Not everybody had to leave the country for 
their CISV fix, as a delegation of 12-13 
year olds also travelled to Project GB in 
Leeds, a week-long national camp based 
around the theme ‘Born Free?’

You can find out more about their 
experiences on page 3 & 4, or by joining 
us at Junior Branch on 28 September!
See you there!

21 SEPTEMBER:
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
This Saturday 21 September, CISV will be celebrating the UN international 
day of peace and ceasefire in collaboration once again with the 
organisation Peace One Day. To find out more about how CISV is 
supporting this, and how you can get involved, visit the facebook page.

A delegation from CISV London will be traveling north to Leeds where 
Great Britain Junior Branch are marking Peace Day during the National 
Junior Branch Day - last 2 tickets left so don’t miss out! Contact 
london@gb.cisv.org now to get hold of them!
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sat 28 Sep 3-5pm  Junior Branch & feedback - Hear about everyone’s 
King Solomon Academy exciting experiences this summer. For more info check out 
     the facebook event.

Thurs 10 Oct 7:30  Informal pub trip for less young CISVers to meet,
Location tbc   welcome everyone back new and old - see facebook event.

Sat 16 Nov 3-5pm  Junior Branch - keep an eye on the facebook group for  
Location tbc   details.

For more information about CISV London, 
please visit www.cisvlondon.org.uk or email london@gb.cisv.org

WANTED: SEMINAR STAFF!
In 2014 CISV London will host its first ever programme - a Seminar! We 
are looking for volunteers over 21 to staff this 3 week experience for 24 
17-18 year olds. For more information about Seminar, please visit the 
CISV website, and for more details about London’s seminar, please 
contact london@gb.cisv.org 

MEET THE COMMITTEE | PART II

JAMES | Risk Manager
Why am I a volunteer?   I think it is easy to get on with our lives focusing on studying or working, and spending free 

time with friends, that we can miss out on the great experiences you can get through volunteering, meeting very 
interesting and different people, and learning something completely new, different, all while making a 

difference to the world we live in.
 
What is my CISV background?   I went to a village in Austria in 2001, and have been very involved since, 
firstly in my home chapter and Junior Branch in Leeds, then at the international level of CISV.

What is my profession?   I work for a Housing Association, mainly on energy efficiency, but am soon starting 
a Masters in Social Policy.
 

An unusual fact? By my 11th birthday, I’d lived in 5 different countries - no wonder CISV appeals to me... 

RAPHAEL | Treasurer
Why am I a volunteer?   I just 
wanted my daughter to enjoy the 
experience I had at her age.
What is my CISV background?   I 
went to a village in 1983, was a 
Junior Counsel lor in Norway, 
attended a Seminar camp as well 
and I was active in my junior years 
until I had to move. 

What is my profession?   I am an 
accountant.
 
An unusual fact?   I like sport and 
I’m a sucker for tecno toys...

BECKY | Village Preparation
Why am I a volunteer?   CISV has given me wonderful 
opportunities and friends over the years so I am really pleased to 
have the chance to volunteer with CISV London in order to give 
more children the chance to participate in its programmes.
What is my CISV background? 
I have been involved with CISV since I went on a village in Finland when I 
was 11 as a delegate from Hull. Since then I've been lucky enough to be a JC, attend youth 
meetings, be a village and Step Up leader and staff, and take part in lots of national 
programmes. CISV has taken me around the world to places that I hadn't even heard of 
when I first went on village, like Costa Rica and Lebanon, but more importantly CISV 
helped me to become more independent and develop leadership skills.
What is my profession? 
I think I became a teacher because I enjoyed running activities with CISV, and I now teach 
Citizenship and Politics at a secondary school in East London.
An unusual fact?  
My mum, two sisters and brother have all been on CISV programmes too. (I  joined first 
though!)
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SEMINAR | Eshani
This July I participated in a Seminar Camp in 
Stockholm. Having talked to older CISVers, I always 
imagined Seminar to be a life-changing, character-
forming experience. CISV camps involve a lot of 
personal growth and I think for me in younger camps 
this manifested itself in a very evident way, as growing 
confidence. Yet Seminar has changed me in a deeper 
and more complex way, which I don't think I can 
tangibly place my finger on. I feel more of an adult, 
more able to think about the world in a wider 
perspective and more willing to exert my influence and 
get involved with issues outside of the camp 
environment. This lasting impression of my ability to 
make a change has empowered me as an active global 
citizen. I also think the Seminar camp was a great 
opportunity for a dry-run of life as I move to university 
in the coming months. 

As participants we are solely responsible for the 
running of the camp, for the cooking, cleaning and 
planning. Although this was daunting at the beginning I 
think it is only in the real-life activities of deciding what 
to cook for 30 different people who have varying 
dietary requirements or taking one for the team to 
clean the toilets that you grow reasonability and learn 
how to work in a team. 

IPP | Rachel
It is very hard to sum up the experience of an IPP into 
just a few words – emotional, funny, intense, satisfying, 
intimate, thought-provoking – the list could go on. My 
IPP was “Generated” in Roskilde, Denmark, themed 
around understanding the rights and resources of 
senior citizens. 

We explored the theme in a variety of different ways – 
through activities, visits to local nursing homes, 
speakers, and also working with our Partner 
Organisation, the Red Cross “Visitor Friends” service in 
Roskilde. 

The warmth and enthusiasm of the Partner 
Organisation was infectious. The volunteers each visit a 
lonely or isolated person, perhaps once a week, and we soon realised that, while this may seem such a small action, it 
can have a powerful or even life-changing impact on the lives of both the visitor and the receiver. The relationships that 
we developed with them in such a short time showed us the importance, regardless of age, of receiving friendship, love 
and affection – which many senior citizens here were sadly lacking. 

It was down to us as a group to create and decide what the “product” of our IPP would be. We created a collection of 
thoughts on our experiences in a book and a blog (http://generatedipp.wordpress.com/), which each of us contributed to 
in a unique way, but the result was very much a group effort. We also performed a flashmob dance and talked to people 
in the centre of Roskilde to raise awareness about the theme and the work of the Red Cross. One of the best moments for 
me was when one of the people that I had spoken to in the street came to our Release Party and told me he had signed 
up to be a Visitor Friend. It was so satisfying to know that just from our small actions, there would now be a few less lonely 
people in the world. I couldn’t stop smiling!

This IPP was my first experience with CISV, but I am sure it will not be the last! It is great to feel part of such a welcoming, 
united, international family, working towards the same goals.  I met some amazing people on the IPP, had lots of fun and 
learned so much in such a short time – about the theme, about myself and about people. 
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VILLAGE | Jemima, JC
Much like the humidity in China hit me as I walked out the airport, my four 
weeks as a JC (Junior Counsellor) was powerful and breath-taking. I thought 
participating in a village was rewarding, but planning the activities, playing 
with the children and learning more about delegations that had not been in 
any of my previous CISV camps, was more worthwhile.

The friendships I have made with the leaders, children and most significantly 
the other JCs will last me my entire life. It feels weird that the other JCs and 
myself were so close that we'd share secrets, cry together and hug one as we 
passed along the corridor but now oceans and thousands of miles separates 
us. Every camp I attend makes me want to continue with CISV and I am 
hoping to stay involved until I am old and grey.

VILLAGE | Tom, Leader
Situated in the southern most point of the Netherlands, “Lions in the Lowlands” village was an enjoyable and 
educational experience for both myself and the four British delegates I accompanied.

Like in England, we were lucky to experience a heat-wave for a large part of our stay in Ysselsteyn, Netherlands. With a 
wealth of outdoor space the campsite very much accommodated for our needs in the sweltering weather. Water-fights 
became an almost daily occurrence in the heat that sometimes reached 38 degrees Celsius.

With the theme of CISV being human rights this year and the weather cooling in the last 10 days; we began to address 
more abstract world issues such as poverty, disability and war. I was particularly impressed by the children’s awareness 
of these issues, as well as their ability to understand the underlying causes of such ever-present, enduring problems. 
Upon evaluating activities, the children understood the gravity of some of the topics being discussed, and it was 
pleasing to see that whilst most of the activities were lighter-hearted they were able to express some illuminating points 
on quite serious issues when they needed to. 

Activities aside, what was most gratifying about the experience was seeing the international friendships being forged 
amongst children and leaders alike. If the objective of CISV is to encourage cultural understanding and engagement, 
Lions in the Lowlands certainly achieved said objectives. Language and cultural barriers quickly evaporated and 
evidence of the bonds formed between the children was clear on leaving day, which unsurprisingly descended into a 
sob-fest.

Crucial to the fantastic experience enjoyed by all was the staff who tirelessly worked to ensure a smooth four weeks. 
The village did not go problem free; there were plenty of trips to the doctors, and numerous bug-related dramas, 
however the staff ensured that any problems were addressed promptly. There were frictions at times between staff and 
leaders, but when living in such close quarters, with scorching weather and minimal sleep it would be unusual if 
frustrations and bickering didn’t creep in.

There was an accommodating and welcoming atmosphere throughout my time in Limburg, and I value the experience 
tremendously. I am confident that the children had an enjoyable time whilst in the Netherlands and will come to 
appreciate the opportunity offered to them by CISV.

IJBC/AIM | James
This summer I was in Salvador, Brazil for the International Junior 
Branch Conference (IJBC) and the Annual International Meeting 
(AIM) of CISV. 

As ever, IJBC was a exceptionally inspirational and productive 
experience, and a unique opportunity for the youth of the 
organisation to meet and effectively collaborate towards actual 
change within CISV as an organisation and beyond.

At AIM, the board approved a range of decisions (including getting 
rid of AIM) that should allow CISV to more effectively deliver our 
programmes and education so more of our participants can have 
great experiences!


